
TOWN OF BURKE 

Select Board Meeting 

October 5, 2020 

Community Building 

212 School Street 

West Burke, VT 05871 

burke@burkevermont.org 

802-467-3717 PHONE - 802-467-8623 FAX 

 

Selectboard present: Christine Emmons, Ford Hubbard, Joe Allard 

Town Administrator: Michael Harris 

Road Foreman: Dave Kaufman 

Office: Linda Hackett-Corey, Cathleen Feeley 

Assistant to the Selectboard: Valerie Desmarais 

Visitors: Bill Krajeski, Tony Curtis 

Zoom visitor: Amy Ash Nixon- Caledonian Record 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00. Review of September minutes, Christine motioned to accept them as 

written, Joe seconded, the minutes are approved as written. 

 

Errors and Omissions: Bill Krajeski the assessor from New England Municipal Consultants presenting; 

4452 Darling Hill Road is tax exempt. 

Walter Norman property; combining parcels and to be valued as one parcel under current use. 

Jerome and Regina O'Meara: current use deduction changed slightly. 

Lawton Smith: assessed with 2.35 acres of land, assessor requests the acreage be corrected to 1.5 acres.  

Christine motioned to accept this change, Joe seconded. 

 

Burke Mountain tax appeal: the SB moved into executive session at 5:06.  

5:30 executive session ends.  

The SB is not taking any action regarding the appeal; this will give the town authority to look into the cost for 

an appraisal and attorney representation.  

 

Tony Curtis: Walker Road.  

Dave worked up an estimate, 18-20k for materials. Walker Road residents agreed to pay for the upgrades. There 

may be an added cost for excavation and backhoe work. Residents there would like to come up with an 

agreement with the town for completion by 2022, with 2 years to get the work completed. The money collected 

from Walker Road residents would be put in an escrow fund and be drawn down as work progresses. This 

would be a signed yet simple agreement with provisions to extend the timeline as necessary due to weather or 

other unforeseen delays. Tony has been the liaison for 17 years, he feels that 98% of Walker Road residents will 

be "on board" with the expense. The neighborhood will try to assist with any "pre-work" to cut costs where ever 

they can. If Dave and the town crew do the work vs. hiring contractors, the work will be done to town 

specifications. There is a concern that this project would take a lot of time from the road crew's daily duties.  

Dave feels that should be hired out to reliable contractors, with estimates generated for prep work and culverts 

ahead of the final grade work. A survey map will be needed to ensure that existing and future lots are not 

impacted by drainage issues. 

Tony will work with residents committed to the pre-work phase. 

Mike will reach out to earth work contractors. 

Ford reiterated that a definite plan is needed. 

Dave will reach out to Pat Ross ( ANR) regarding ditching and culverts. 

 

 

 



East Darling Hill Bike Path update: 

Mike emailed Jen Conley and Kristen Shamus changes on some easements there. There are a total of 5 

homeowners that will get revised easements.  

Conley's is in charge of engineering, bid process and grant deadlines; the easements will need to be signed and 

finalized before the rest of the project goes to bid.  

 

Mike gave an update on One Burke: there was an informational gathering and a pig roast. About 130 people 

attended. Peter Fairweather and Andrea Day had a informational booth and a place to provide vision statements. 

A lot of comments were gathered. The visioning process is grant funded. The information regarding West Burke 

has not been collated. East Burke is getting surveys on water and wastewater.  

 

Dave gave the Road Foreman's report: 

*The ton truck has a cracked frame and needs to be welded. 

*Pike has completed the work as contracted, they do need to come back for a couple of driveway aprons. 

There may be enough money in the budget to pave the intersection of Darling Hill  East Darling Hill. Ford feels 

that we are only putting a band aid on if the road substrate is not taken care of, but paving now would "buy 

some time" to investigate a more thorough fix. It could recieve a shim and overlay so it is a little more durable. 

The owner Jim Crones is paying "mobilization" costs. 

*Maple Lane: The Water and Fire district ran a water line up the side of the road. Ford recommends crusher run 

and compacting before winter. The Fire District should put it back to the original condition. Mike has sent a 

certified letter to this point; there should be no more construction until there is more communication and 

transparency with the 5 person board of the Water and Fire District. The town needs to be involved in the 

process, Mike will continue to pursue, and will reach out to Gary Leach as a starting point. 

*There is still a drainage problem at HollyBerries on Rt 114. The fire district design is responsible for the water 

going down the driveway, the water flows right by the catchbasins and into her yard.  

*The Road Crew have been cleaning ditches, replaced a culvert on Newland Road, brushing at W. Darling Hill 

Road and completing the final grading. 

*Street signs continue to be stolen, in some instances they do not stay up for 24 hours. Burke Hill is a "hot spot" 

for graffiti and stolen signs.  

*Sugar House Road: Floyd and Elaine are hoping for resolution by the end of this month regarding the road 

grade. 

 

Mike gave the Zoning and Town Administrator's report:  

*Mike generated a new fee schedule, this would need to be warned and added to the agenda if the charges are to 

be adjusted up. 

*Kevin Lajoie property: Mr. Lajoie is amenable to making an easement for non-motorized vehicles. If the 

abutting landowners can come to an agreement, the town giving up the road may be the best option for 

resolution.  

* Mike and Joe need to conduct a site visit as a Zoning and Health inspection at the Howard Bailey property. 

* Letters sent to Rick Schwag and Todd Williamson regarding junk and unregistered vehicles. With respect to 

the Schwag property, if Mike receives nothing back in appeal, he will prepare to go to court.  

*Jim Karns sent a letter seeking police intervention for noisy and speeding vehicles. Discussion ensued: would 

a noise ordinance generate a point of intervention? This is an ongoing problem that is not going away. 

*Mike made an inquiry re: a property on Brook Road with a collapsed building. 

* The East Burke Fire Brigade is restricted in their construction efforts due to the river corridor. Safety 

buildings are prohibited in river corridors. 

* As Town Administrator Mike reports that he and Dave met with Dave Patoine to look at the property and met 

with Kirsten Sultan - Act 250 Administrator.  

* Mike generated a report on bridge inspections and gave to Dave. Burke bridges are essentially structurally 

sound, with the exception of the Calendar Brook road. 

* Mike is working on employee reviews. 



* The Recycling trailer needs new tires, wheel bearings, brakes and brake lines. Andy Bean will work up an 

estimate. 

* The hydraulic balers in the recycling center need work. 

* The Summit contract for snow removal and de-icing E. Burke sidewalks was discussed. Mike will compare it       

to last year and authorize once confirmed. 

* Hayden Crossing bridge construction is on track. 

 

Selectboard Business:  

* There are missing headstones at Burke Green Cemetery; Rick Hackett sent a picture of a bench that he 

proposes be installed to memorialize the citizens buried there. There is money in the budget for this. The 

Selectboard approved this.  

*The Selectboard signed the payroll warrants, the Municipal Roads General Planning Report and approved and 

signed cemetery lots. 

* Per personnel policy, the SB is moving forward with applications for the open road crew position. 

 

No other business, the meeting adjourned at 7:05. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Valerie Desmarais 

Assistant to the Selectboard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


