
Town of Burke 

Planning Commission Meeting 

November 14, 2013 
 
 

Members Present: Al Duey, Candace Dane, Dave Ormiston, Carlos Bean,  

Doug Gimler (Zoning Administrator) and Tamara Colten Stevens (clerk)  

 

Items of action are indicated with a * 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:06 pm.  

 

Zoning Administrator Update 

Doug shared a letter he wrote to Mike Mathers regarding unpermitted camping on his property at 

44 Belden Hill. Mike contacted Doug upon receipt of the letter and would like to talk with him 

about applying for a permit. Mike has now been warned in writing so can be fined on the spot if 

the activity continues.  

 

Doug recently attended the Selectboard meeting and heard the concerns regarding permitted and 

unpermitted sawmills in Town. Al asked Doug if there was something the PC could be/should be 

working on regarding sawmills. Doug thinks it is too early in the process but he will keep the PC 

posted. Doug will be doing a ‘walk about’ with the Selectboard to determine the extent of the 

problem.  

 

Discussion ensued about the junk yard ordinance and the West Burke property issues of late.  

 

Discussion ensued about the lack of a quorum at the meeting (Chris advised that he would not be 

at the meeting this evening. Dave was running late but did get to the meeting at 6:30 pm). 

Candace mentioned getting more people to join the Board (there are two empty seats), and asked 

if the Board should write a letter to the Selectboard or attend a Selectboard meeting?  

*Al will look into the issue of getting more residents interested in joining the Planning 

Commission Board.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:25 pm due to the lack of a quorum. At 6:30 pm, Dave arrived 

and the meeting was once again called to order.  

 

Review of Bylaw Changes 

Article 7; Subdivision and PUD- 

Clustering is now grouped with PUDs; is now an option under the PUD Bylaw. The cluster/PUD 

Bylaw encourages creative and flexible site design and open space with buildings clustered. The 

DRB can modify the zoning restrictions under the Bylaw but they cannot modify the uses.  

Discussion ensued. 

 

Section 702(4) - May be considered; changed to ‘are’. 

Section 702(4) A, B, and C- Mixed Use PUD, Conservation PUD, and Residential Only PUD. 

 



Section 702(4) A- “…and are allowed in the (specify) zoning districts.” 

 

Al suggested asking the Conservation Commission about what they think about acreage 

requirements in the Scenic Conservation Overlay District. 

*Al will bring the question of acreage to the Conservation Commission.  

 

Discussion ensued about Density Calculations; Section 703(1).  

*Al will ask Alison about density calculations, the density of Burke Mountain’s build-out, 

and how the number is calculated. 

 

Section 707- Density Bonuses. 

As written, the DRB can grant 100% density bonuses; allowing for the doubling of development 

densities.  

Section 707A-E- The Board questioned whether the numbers as they are written are appropriate. 

As written, density bonuses can be granted for affordable housing, public dedication, open space, 

group net-metering and building design. 

Section 707D- Group net-metering.  

 

Discussion ensued about how to proceed with the changes to the Bylaws that have been 

discussed. The PC will give their proposed changes to the DRB and the Selectboard and ask 

them to review. 

 

Flood Hazard Overlay Areas; The PC has put this on hold for now. The State’s guidelines of 

proposed regulations should be ready around February 2014.  

 

Al asked the other Board members about the e-newsletter he pulls together for the Town and 

whether they felt is was of value. There are approximately 170 people on the list at present. 

Candace thinks the newsletter is valuable. Al mentioned that he doesn’t mind putting it together, 

but no one gives him any news. He has no details most of the time and that is frustrating.  

 

Minutes 

There was not a quorum to approve the minutes.  

*The minutes from October and November will be reviewed at the next meeting of the 

Board.  

 

No other business Candace motioned to adjourn, Carlos seconded. All in favor, meeting 

adjourned. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Tamara Colten Stevens 

Planning Commission; Clerk 

 


