
 

 

Town of Burke 

Planning Commission Meeting 

April 10, 2014 

 
 

Members Present: Al Duey, Dave Ormiston, Carlos Bean, and Chris Hibshman 
 
Visitors: Alison Low,Irene Nagle, Mark Maghini, Michelle Green, Sue Leskin, Rebecca Pfeiffer, 
Kerry O’Brian, Joan Harlow, Cathie Wheeler, Kevin Mack, Staci Pomeroy, Doug Gimler, Phyllis 
Burbank, Mike Harris 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:12 pm. A quorum was established at 6:21 
 
Zoning Administrator Update 
No Report.  
 
Old Business 
Staci Pomeroy and Rebecca Pfeiffer from the Watershed Management Division of the Vermont 
Department of Environmental Conservation presented the results of their recent assessments 
of Dishmill Brook and West Branch of the Passumpsic.  The East Branch of the Passumpsic was 
previous completed.  The Dishmill Brook assessment encompassed approximately 3 miles of 
river channel.  The West Branch assessment included a section of the Sutton River and 
encompassed about 2 miles of river channel.  Examples of problems related to geomorphic 
stability and habit condition were presented and 33 potential projects for restoration and 
conservation projects were identified.  Staci also discussed the latest federal and state 
legislation related to river corridors and flood plains, and the financial incentives for a town to 
adopt flood regulations consistent with the new legislation.  Copies of the presentation material 
can be requested form the planning commission.  The planning commission will use the 
information from the assessments to help inform proposed modifications to the Burke flood 
regulations. 
 
Old Business 
Phyllis Burbank and Mike Harris presented a map that they believe represents the boundaries 
of the incorporated West Burke Village.  They believe the Vermont state map is not 100% 
accurate and would like the Village boundaries to be shown on the official Burke Zoning Map.  
They also requested that all properties within the incorporated Burke Village boundaries be 
included within the Village Mixed Use (VMU) zoning district.  The planning commission will 
review the map presented and determine what impact their request would have on the overall 
purpose of the VMU district. 
 
Mike Mathers and Mike Harris discussed a change of use that Mike Mathers would like for his 
property in East Burke.  He owns a parcel in East Burke in the VMU zoning district that is slightly 
less than 10 acres where he would like to establish a camping facility for recreational vehicles.  



 

 

This use is not a permitted use in the VMU district and where such a use is permitted the Burke 
Zoning Bylaw requires a minimum lot size of 10 acres.  Mike Mathers requested that the Burke 
Bylaw be changed to include a recreational vehicle campground as a permitted use in the VMA 
zoning district and that such a campground not require a minimum of 10 acres.  The planning 
commission will discuss the request at a subsequent meeting. 
 

Minutes 
Minutes for the February meeting were not available.  No meeting was held in March due to a 
lack of quorum 
 
With no other business Chris motioned to adjourn. Carlos seconded. All in favor. The meeting 
was adjourned. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Al Duey 
Acting Planning Commission Clerk 
 


