
 

 

Town of Burke 

Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 

May 21, 2014 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:05 PM and adjourned at approximately 8:25 PM. 
 

Members Present:  Carlos Bean, James Bentley, Candace Dane, Al Duey, Chris Hibshman, and 
Dave Ormiston. 
 
Visitors: Alison Low, Doug Gimler 
 
Zoning Administrator Update 
No Report.  
 
Old Business 
Alison Low presented modifications to the Subdivision section of the zoning bylaw that were 
identified at the April planning commission meeting.  Each change was discussed and agreed to 
with the exception of a few additional minor changes that were identified.  All the changes will 
be added to a final draft that will be incorporated into the full zoning and subdivision bylaw.  
 
Alison provided a draft of new flood regulations that conform to recently enacted state and 
federal legislation. These regulations pertain to the FEMA special flood hazard areas in Burke 
and to the river corridors, with 50’ buffers, that have been mapped by the agency of natural 
resources.  There was not sufficient time to review the draft document in detail so Alison briefly 
described the document contents.  All planning commissioners agreed to read the draft prior to 
the next meeting and email any comments or questions to Alison and copy the other board 
members. 
 
The zoning bylaw has a requirement in the Campground section §412 (2) that a campground 
shall have an area of not less than ten acres.  The board members felt that a ten acre minimum 
area was not warranted, especially since the Agency of Natural Resources - Department of 
Environmental Conservation, in addition to setting potable water supply and wastewater 
system requirements, also regulates the minimum size of campsites, including tent and 
enclosed vehicles sites.  The state regulation requires that each campsite be at least 2,500 
square feet in size, with a minimum width of 25 feet.  It was felt that the ANR regulations 
coupled with other campground standards in section §412 of the bylaw were sufficient enough 
to warrant the removal of the ten acre requirement.  It was also noted that it would be difficult 
to determine the size of an area available on a parcel for a campground if the parcel contains 
other existing uses since section §208. Application of District Regulations states that space 
required to satisfy setback, area, or other open space requirements in relation to one building 
shall not be used to satisfy the same requirements for any other structure, so the area available 
for a campground may be less than the total acreage of a parcel.  Dave Ormiston motioned to 
remove §412 (2) from the bylaw.  Chris Hibshman seconded the motion and all approved.  



 

 

At the April planning commission meeting Phyllis Burbank requested that the Village Mixed Use 
(VMU) zoning district for West Burke be changed to include all the property within the West 
Burke Village Incorporated boundaries.  After review of a West Burke Village map provided by 
Phyllis Burbank and confirmed by Mike Harris, and a West Burke Village map from VTRANs it 
was agreed to change the VMU to incorporate all the West Burke Village properties.  This 
represents a very minor change.  Dave Ormiston motioned to change the VMU boundaries.  
Carlos Bean seconded the motion and all approved. 

New Business 
Several months ago Burke was awarded a small grant by the Vermont Center for Geographical 
Information (VCGI) to help update the towns tax parcel maps with any new approved 
subdivisions and to correct inaccuracies that exist with the current tax parcel data.  A RFP was 
posted and Burke received 3 proposals that were due May 21, 2014.  The proposals were 
opened at the meeting and will be reviewed, including review by the listers and the Town Clerk, 
prior to making a vendor recommendation to the Selectboard.  Proposals were received from 
the following vendors: 
 

 CAI Technologies 

 Cartographic Technologies, Inc. 

 Russell Graphics 
 
Minutes 
Candace motioned to approve the February 11, 2014 meeting minutes.  Carlos seconded the 
motion and all approved. 
 
Carlos motioned to approve the April 10, 2014 meeting minutes.  Chris seconded the motion 
and all approved. 
 
 
 
Al Duey 
Acting Planning Commission Secretary 
 


