
 

 

Town of Burke 
Planning Commission 

July 11, 2013 
Minutes 

 
Present: Al Duey, Candace Dane, Chris Hibshman, Carlos Bean, Dave Ormiston, Mark Maghini 
(Conservation Commission), Doug Gimler (ZA) and Tamara Colten Stevens (Secretary) 
 
Items of action are indicated with a * 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:10pm.  
 
Doug and the Board discussed the Certificate of Occupancy (CO) requirements and Al asked Doug if he 
was familiar with the requirement regarding energy efficiency and providing information to applicants. 
Doug does provide information, and Priscilla is looking into whether there is a ‘generic’ form he can hand 
out. When an applicant seeks a permit for a structure in Vermont, the information on energy standards 
must be provided. Discussion ensued regarding the CO requirement; for example- is one required for a 
deck? Cos are required for all structures; decks, sheds, etc. Carlos asked if Doug checks to see whether or 
not an applicant has been approved by the State prior to issuing a CO from the Town. Doug said that the 
applicant is responsible for securing the proper permits and that he has not checked to make sure all of the 
permits have been secured. Someone pointed out that in the Town’s By-Laws, proof is required.  
 
Doug mentioned that he has been working with an applicant who is interested in starting an Early 
Childhood Program at the Inn at Mountain View Farm (ARII) and the Nordic Center yurt (Resort 
District). According to the By-Laws, the program (childcare center, for lack of a better term) is allowed, but 
it is not mentioned as allowed in the ARII District. After some discussion, Al noted Section 204; pages 5-6 
which allows the DRB discretion in approving “…any use which it finds to be similar to a use allowed in the 
District, subject to Conditional Use Review and applicable performance standards.” 
 
Doug spoke with a resident about multiple units and wanted to be certain that he was pointing them in the 
right direction with the advice he provides. The property in question has had multiple units on it since 
1982 so it predates the By-Laws. Conditional Use Review does allow multiple units, and the landowner 
does not need a PUD to move forward.  
 
May 2 Conservation Commission Meeting Update 
Al handed out the final report for the Burke Conservation Commission regarding contiguous forest blocks 
and riparian areas in the Town. Mark Maghini discussed the report and discussion ensued regarding the 
conservation maps the Town has and next steps, which he felt included talking with the PC and getting any 
recommendations they might have for zoning and land use for Town. Mark suggests considering the more 
significant areas first. There are 37 blocks identified in the report, with properties from nine acres to 3,523 
acres in size. Significant riparian areas were discussed as well. The natural resource section of the Town Plan 
needs to be updated. Al thinks this should be joint work of the PC and the Conservation Commission.  
 
Public Meeting for Revised Floodplain Hazard Areas 
Al had asked Alison Lowe of NVDA for some feedback and she provided an answer in writing (handout). 
There is a lot of information for the Board to absorb (handouts of Power Point presentation (Emergency 
Relief and Assistance Fund).  
 



 

 

A mitigation plan needs to be adopted. NVDA is applying for a grant for between $20,000-25,000 for 
towns in the NEK to develop hazard mitigation plans. Burke is one of 12 towns. There are four mitigation 
measures that need to be implemented (page 2 of PP presentation). Al suggested that the work be broken 
down into manageable pieces in order to move forward. Mark suggested that a few locations be picked so 
that the PC knows which areas are being talked about. Mark suggested the Board look at what is on the 
books now for the State, and determine if this is adequate or if it should be added to. Discussion ensued on 
how to move forward. Everyone is aware of what the final outcome should be (the ability to justify the PC’s 
recommendations for protecting certain areas) but there is uncertainty as to what the first steps to get there 
need to be.  
 
Letter of Support and Description of NVDA Proposal 
Al handed out a template of the letter of support needed for the NVDA proposal. Candace motioned to 
provide a letter of support. Chris seconded the motion. All in favor. Al will write the support letter.  
 
Pending By-Law Changes  
Construction signs, parking lots, # of maps required for a subdivision, sections for transportation and 
natural resources preservation plans, sketch plan/final plan review changes, rewriting of PUD and cluster 
sections of the By-Laws, scenic and conservation overlays.  
 
There was no update on Act 250 for Burke Mountain. Al reported that the sidewalk project in East Burke is 
moving forward and an RFP for design has been released.  
 
New Business 
None 
 
The minutes from April 11, 2013 were reviewed. Dave motioned to accept the minutes as written. Candace 
seconded the motion. All in favor. The minutes were approved.  
 
 
*Al will pull together maps for the August 15, 2013 meeting.  
*Tamara will post the past PC minutes on the Burke website.  
 
Candace motioned to adjourn the meeting. Chris seconded the motion. All in favor. The meeting was 
adjourned at 7:35pm.  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
Tamara Colten Stevens 
Planning Commission Secretary 
 
 
 


