
Burke PC Meeting Minutes 5/11/17 
 
Present: James Bentley, Sean Montague, David Ormiston, Keith Clark 
Visitors: Doug Gimler and Ron Rhodes 
The meeting started at 6:35 
 
Ron Rhodes from the Connecticut River Conservancy egan the meeting by handing out a memo 
regarding the dam removal at the Passumpsic River in East Burke. 
 
He reported that the plan to remove the dam is for after Columbus Day, starting October 10th. 
CRC got an exemption from the state to do this work this late in the year.  The project will be 
based out of the parking lot between Ruby Lee’s ice cream stand and the former River Garden 
restaurant.  60% of the sediment will be excavated behind the dam first, so much of the initial 
work will be excavation and the loading of trucks with sediment.  Ron stated that he has hired 
Northwoods Stewardship Center to remove invasive species such as knotweed and phragmites 
so that they are not spread by the dam removal operations. 
 
Ron explained that the reason for removing the dam is that the dam is failing and will eventually 
collapse, which will then release the collected sediment downstream, whixh could clog the river, 
causing flooding. 
 
Ron discussed that the dumping location for the sediment is yet to be determined. 
 
The CRC is funding the project with 6 separate grants.  Estimated total cost is $285,000, but 
bids have yet to be sent out to contractors. 
 
After Ron finished, David discussed the upcoming June 8th Public Hearing for the revised town 
plan. 
 
David then discussed the changes the Planning Commission has made in the zoning bylaws 
and how these changes must also go through a public hearing process.  It has been 5 or 6 
years since there has been a public hearing on changes to the zoning bylaw. 
 
David suggested waiting until the next PC meeting to move to put the zoning bylaw changes to 
the next meeting. 
 
James volunteered to be the next Planning Commission Chair.  Sean volunteered to be 
vice-chair.  James agreed to take minutes. 
 
We agreed to attend the next Selectboard meeting on June 8th to notify the selectboard about 
upcoming PC public hearing. 
 



James made the motion to approve the 4/24 minutes and Keith seconded.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
 


