
Town of Burke 
212 School Street 

West Burke VT 05871 
Development Review Board 

Meeting Minutes 
September 12, 2018 

 
Members present: Mike Harris, Scott Chappell, Ed Guest, Buddy Machell, Frank Cuccia,  Herm Hoyt. 
 
Visitors: Randy Coles, Matthew Clark, Christine Heinrich, Ralph Temple, Danielle & James Meyers, Mike 
Mathers, Rob Conn, Jeff Hale, Tony McGowan, Vince Jacob. John Worth, Matt Laferriere, Andy & Kimberly 
Bean 
 
Mike opened the meeting with reading the oath, also disclosure of interested parties and ex parte 
communications. 
 
 
 
Permit #2018-26: Stephen McGowan 427 VT RT 114, East Burke VT., submitted a permit to remove a pile 
of material that was left behind earlier in the year during an ice jam. He also will repair the shelf east of 
the Bike/Vast Trail. On July 25, 2018 Sacha Pealer from the Vermont Department of Environmental 
Conservation Watershed Management Division met with some DRB members, Steven McGowan, and Jeff 
Hale. (She sent a letter which can be seen in the McGowan folder) She said that her office must be notified 
when any work is done within the floodplain prior to doing any work. 
 
She is now aware of the removal of material and the repair of the shelf. She didn’t have any specific 
suggestions on how it should be done.  There was rock left from when the dam was removed, that will be 
used, to repair the east shelf. 
 
There are no Interested Parties here. Letters to abutters have been written.  Board had no other questions, 
Mike asked for a motion to close, Frank made the motion, Buddy seconded. Hearing closed.   
 
Permit# 2018-28: Vincent Jacob and John Worth owners of the East Burke Sports requesting a permit for 
a 24 x24 workspace addition on pillars to repair bikes. It will have a barn look with a porch on it. Handicap 
ramp will be going on the back. This was warned saying they needed a variance. No variance is needed 
because they are within the setbacks.  In the future it was pointed out to warn permits correctly. The 
Board will proceed with this permit because it was warned.  There are no interested parties here.  Letters 
to abutters have been written.  Board had no other questions, Mike asked for a motion to close, Buddy 
made the motion, Ed seconded. Hearing closed.   
 
Permit # SD- 2018-06 Burke 2000 LLC and Sno Bear LLC have submitted a subdivision permit for a 
boundary line adjustment at the High Meadow Condominium,  for the parking lot. The adjustment is 0.26 
acres which will be added to the High Meadow Lot, it is currently 0.80 acres. With the adjustment it will 
be 1.06 acres.  This will not be develop. The enlarged area will continue to be used as a parking lot.  It has 
been recorded on the Survey Maps submitted to the town under Burke 2000 in January 4, 2013. This was 
something that should have happened many years ago but the paperwork was never submitted. Letters 
to abutters have been written. This was warned. Board has no other questions. Mike asked for a motion 
to close the hearing, Ed made the motion, Frank seconded. Hearing closed.   



Mike Mathers is here to present information on the project he is proposing on VT RT 114 just north of the 
Woodmont Cemetery. He brought a sketch plan. Before he goes any further he wanted to be sure that 
this project could be something that could be approved. Neighbors Randy Coles, Rob Conn, James & 
Danielle Meyes and Ralph Temple were here to find out about the plans and to ask questions and voice 
concerns. 
 
His plans include moving and renovating the barn that is on the property into a year round restaurant and  
brewery.  Cliff Payne is the owner of this land.  The bike trail comes right through this property. This could 
help with some of the congestion in East Burke Village. 
   
The plan includes enough parking for 180 cars.  The parking will be used for Kingdom Trail people, and 
people who use the restaurant & brewery. There will be a patio. At times he may have music outside on 
the patio.  This will be similar to the tiki bar.  
 
This project will take up 9 acres, which will exclude having to go through Act 250. He will be going through 
the State for the State permits.   He needs to go through ANR for the wetlands 
 
Neighbor’s concerns are with traffic, this will generate a lot more traffic through this area. Once people 
leave the village there is a lot of speeding. A traffic study should be done to lower the speed limit. Maybe 
the speed limit sign, should be moved 
 
Noise is another concern, with the music outside.  
 
What time will he close? People in the area have little children who do not stay up late. 
 
What will happen to the waste from the brewery? This will go to the farmers, if you do this than a septic 
is not needed for that. 
 
How much water will he use?  Mike is thinking of drilling his own well. 
 
How many bathrooms will he have? The State will determine this when they design the leach field. 
 
Will there be overnight camping? Mike answer to this was there will be NO overnite camping or dogs. 
 
The village has met it limits as far as development goes. The board could consider the brewery as light 
industry.  The restaurant is not in the bylaws, but the board could consider it under the conditional use 
Review of the Burke Zoning Bylaws and put conditions on. (Page 77)  
 
When Mike does submit a permit to the town the abutting neighbors will get a letter advising them of the 
meeting so they can attend. 
 
Andy & Kim Bean are thinking of purchasing Kerrigan’s market and want to turn it back in to a garage. 
They wanted to be sure that this would be possible if they went through with it.  This is in the bylaws and 
could be considered under the Conditional Use Review of the Burke Zoning Bylaws. (Page 77). 
 
Zoning Administrator Report 
A letter of violation has been sent to Howard Bailey, he has 30 days to comply then this can be turned 
over to the town attorney, at which time fines will apply. 



 
A letter was sent to Rick Schwag, which came back unclaimed. At one time it appeared that this was 
turning into a repair shop at 45 VT RT 5A.  Selectboard suggested that the Sheriff serve the letter. 
 
Brent is working with Mr. Lajoie. When Mr. Lajoie did his drawing for the house, the map was turned 
around and it appears he has no access to the Marshall Newland Road. Brent has also met with Ella & Eric 
Skalwold, the new owners of 1166 Marshall Newland Road who are concerned that they cannot access  
their lot  because of where Kevin Lajoie  built his house.  
 
Brent has checked on a violation on a trailer at Hayden Crossing Road, which is owned by Tim Roberts. He 
hasn’t been to catch Mr. Roberts yet. Brent has noticed there is a lot of tires there also. 
 
Brent is also trying to find Mr. Williamson who has a property at 4080 US RT 5. It appears he is also is 
having a lot of unregistered vehicles in his yard. 
 
Minutes 
Review of August minutes, Mike asked for a motion, Scott made the motion, Buddy seconded, all in favor 
minutes approved. 
 
Mike has spoken with the investors that are in the process of purchasing the Burklyn Manor, They want 
to have a B&B there.  Mike explained that they should get permits from the town and to contact the state. 
He also explained this property is also in Lyndonville, and suggested they contact them also. 
 
No other Business, Mike asked for a motion to close, Scott motioned/ Buddy seconded. Meeting 
adjourned. The Board went in to Deliberative session.   
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Linda Hackett-Corey 
DRB Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


