
 

 

 
Town of Burke 

Development Review Board 
September 24, 2014 

Minutes 
 

 
Members Present: Mike Harris, Jane Vanslette, Charlotte Porcelli, Buddy Machell, Ed Guest, Frank Cuccia, 
Doug Gimler (ZA) and Tamara Colten Stevens (Clerk) 
Visitors: Mike Mathers, Vince Jacob, Mark and Mariann Bertolini 
 
*Items requiring follow-up will be marked with a star.  
  
The hearing was called to order, at 6:00pm. The oath was given and there were no conflicts of interest 
disclosed. 
 
Permit #2014-29: Mariann Bertolini (Willoburke Commons LLC) requesting a change of use permit for 
property at 66 Belden Hill Road, East Burke. Existing use is as restaurant/commercial. Applicant is 
requesting a permit to increase the first floor house capacity to 60 seats, convert 1st floor apartment 
building to a bakery (10 seats), increase parking to accommodate changes and locate signage/ lighting. 
(Village Mixed Use District). 
The Bertolini’s are looking to change the permit they have previously received from the town to amend 
from 40 to 60 seats in the restaurant and to add a 10 seat bakery in the out building. The septic system is 
able to accommodate these additional seats according to Mark Bertolini. Mark stated that at the present 
time they will not be doing anything with the barn (originally there had been talk about taking it down and 
rebuilding). The restaurant will be serving lunch and dinner. The bakery will served baked goods and light 
breakfast and will be mostly take out. Mark is thinking about servicing lunches, soup and sandwiches as 
well, but this could be another permit for enhancements in the future. There is adequate septic in the front 
of the building which has opened up parking on the side. Lighting will be similar to the Willowburke Inn. 
There will be not changes in the footprints. Upstairs is a studio apartment that will stay the same. There are 
5 handicapped accessible and 24 regular parking spaces.  
 
The Bertolini’s are anticipating an opening in the early summer of 2015 and perhaps a soft opening in 
April or May. According to Mark these are only possibilities. Lighting will be downward cast per 
ordinances. The Bertolini’s would like three lamps on posts along the driveway to be commensurate with 
New England style and there will need to be lighting in the back of the building for safety. They are 
uncertain about signage; that will be left up to the tenants of the building and they will need to come back 
for permits if the requested sign is larger than 6’ square. The map provided by the Bertolini’s stated that the 
sign would be 30’ square. Buddy pointed out that a conditional use permit would be needed if the sign was 
bigger than 20’ square. The Bertolini’s believed this to be an error.  
 
Vince Jacob and Mike Mathers attended as interested parties and abutting property owners. They wanted to 
look at the map. Vince wondered about water and how that might affect his property. Mark told him that 
he has two hookups (one for the house and one for the outbuilding) and that he was working with Gary 
Leach on this. Mark stated that there are ‘big changes’ coming to the water system in Burke. Mike had 
questions about the map and the driveway and said he will talk to Keith Johnson to get answers.  
 
There were no additional questions or interested parties. Ed motioned to close the hearing. Frank seconded 
the motion. All in favor. The hearing was closed.  
 
 
 



 

 

Other Business 
Mike talked with the Board about camping at his property. He has a petition that has been brought to the 
Selectboard and has talked with the Planning Commission.  
 
ZA Report 
Ed asked Doug G. to look into a shed that is being built by BMA on the Mountain Road without a permit. 
Doug will look into this on Monday.  
 
 
 
Mail 
None 
 
 
Minutes 
The minutes from August 13, 2014 were reviewed. Buddy motioned to accept the minutes. Ed seconded 
the motion. All in favor. The minutes were approved. 
 
The Board prepared to enter Deliberative Session regarding the Bertolini permit and then realized that they 
had additional unanswered questions regarding parking, traffic flow and signage. The Board motioned to 
reopen the hearing and ask the Bertolini’s to return to the next scheduled hearing on October 8, 2014.  
 
*Tamara will write a letter to the Bertolini’s and forward to Doug Gimler and the Town Clerk’s Office.  
 
Ed motioned to adjourn. Buddy seconded the motion. All in favor. The meeting adjourned at 6:45 pm. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Tamara Colten Stevens 
DRB Clerk 
 
 
*Tamara will get the letter from Lyn Dabagian-Halliday on the town website, in addition to the approved 
August minutes and the draft minutes from September.  


