
Burke Selectboard Meeting 
September 7, 2021 

Burke Community Building 
212 School Street 

West Burke, VT 05871 
 

Present: Christine Emmons, Ford Hubbard, Joe Allard. 
Mike Harris, Dave Kaufman, Linda Corey-Hackett, Cathi Feeley, Valerie Desmarais 
Guests: Mark Gallagher, Jerri Dann, Jeff Norton, Ella & Erik Skalwold. 

 
At 5:00 Christine called the Public Hearing to order to discuss the discontinuance of TH 20, "Old County Road" from 
Marshall Newland Road to VT RT 114. 
There are no comments or questions- hearing closed, with continuation relevant to moving some phone guy wires. 
 
Open Public Hearing to discontinue 802.82 ft at the Intersection of TH 38 & TH 2 
"Gator Alley" – upper part of road to be re-named “Birch Tree Lane”. 
Mark pointed out that the road could stop at John Waterman’s driveway, so people turning around won’t be on his 
(Mark’s) land. Mark agreed that the design as presented will suffice. Mark suggested more signage. Suggestions were 
also made about where to place the signs. The Gator Alley sign will remain on Mark’s side of the road.  
It was noted that GPS mapping needs to be updated, that would go a long way toward keeping people from driving 
down looking for a through way. 
Public Hearing closed at 5:15. 
 
Selecboard Meeting convened, August minutes were reviewed and approved as written. 
Guests: Jeff Norton had comments on the new recycling, he wondered about plastic and other materials going into the 
trash, plastic is not being accepted for recycling at this time. 
 
Dave gave the Road Foreman’s Report: 
The Freightliner needs a lot of work, parts are expensive and there are long wait times. 
Roadside mowing got off to a rough start with an early breakdown, the rental unit charges will be prorated for the 
breakdown time. 
The crew is still dealing with road washouts. 
Victory Road was reclaimed and the roadbed is not suitable to build on. The town is hauling stay-mat, ledge run.  
East Darling Hill is scheduled to be paved 09.08.21 for the initial coat. 
Ford noted that drainage on Maple Lane is a tough situation. 
Winter sand is put up. Gerard and Dave made a good blend.  
Ford noted that Walker Road is going well, stone ditching is being done and the culverts are in. The town is prepared to 
do the hydroseeding there. Will the hydroseed hold the bank, Ford wondered or will it require erosion control mat? 
Dave feels he can make the hydroseed stick there.  
Dave gave a “shout out” to his crew who rescheduled their time off to pitch in and get ready for Pike. 
The Ton Truck is used for recycling during the winter and is not available for most of the day. Dave feels that something 
needs to be done about another truck. He proposed replacing the ton truck with a truck for the road crew and 
continuing to utilize the current ton truck for recycling. A new ton truck with a heavier chassis and a 10’ all angle plow is 
about 127K. 
If we are going to order a new truck it needs to be done soon, the waiting list is getting longer. Dave has researched 
trucks and he likes the Western Star. The truck would not be available till August 2022. This would come out of the 2022 
budget. Ford suggests that Dave get a proposal with a purchase and sales agreement so the process can be formalized.  
 
Mike Harris gave the Town Administrator’s Report: 
4 loads ( not quite 5 ton) went out from the Zero Sort. The forklift has been serviced by WD Mathews. They sold the 
town the forklift. The balers are in good shape too, except for one leaking line. The compost has no issues, Justin from 
North Ridge Renovations is positioned to replace the roof at the compost building, Mike had him look at The Meeting 
House, all agree that’s a beautiful building and needs to be maintained. Chris Loyd from Topnotch could redo the 



windows without disturbing the old windows. The Meeting House is on the National Historic Register and renovations 
need to be cognizant of that. 
Bulky Day was less utilized last August; Cathi reported that when people call, she can give them options that don’t 
involve the town crew too. 
Ford feels that the 35$ might be a little steep, can the ticket be adjusted according to the amount of bulky waste that 
people are bringing in? Is a permit necessary? The permit helps with planning, Dave sees the list and knows how many 
residents are coming and has a sense of what they will be bringing too.  
The truck is due to be serviced, Christine noted that the service should not impact rubbish pick up days. It will go back to 
Pepin’s in Derby. 
Christine wondered about the big culvert in Burke Hollow, October 15th is the cut off for having everything wrapped up.  
Darryl Mathews is running behind.  
 
Zoning Administrator report: Schwag is being fined $100/ day commencing August 19. There is a court date set for 
September.  Joe would like to be kept apprised for the health and safety issues there. Rick Schwag is delinquent in his 
taxes too. 
Howard Bailey has not responded to the Court Motion. He is accruing fines every day for impinging the roadway.  
Joe reached out to the state junk metal enforcement but there has been no movement from his department. 
Building permits and subdivision permits have levelled off to just a few a month. 
 
Zero Sort Recycling was discussed: the town does not generate enough material to justify the current sorting process. 
Minimizing sorting makes it easier for people to recycle and minimizes labor too. Cardboard is easy and profitable. 
Joe noted that there are items that can’t be just tossed and do require attendants. The gaylords can be retro-fitted so 
that they can be tipped and then emptied. Ford wondered about getting clear trash bags so there can be some 
monitoring of what is being put into the recycling. Cathi noted that the town will need a source for clear bags for 
residents to purchase. 
 
Joe motioned that the town move to the zero- sort option, Ford seconded. Christine noted that there will need to be 
some announcements and education about what can be recycled. Joe noted that there needs to be organized outreach. 
 
Sam James submitted his resignation; Christine motioned that this be accepted. Joe seconded.  
 
Ford wondered if the current staff is sufficient; Mike has asked the recycling crew to devise a schedule that will work for 
them and he will see how it evolves.  
 
Discuss: To Discontinue TH 24 - Class 4 Road off Victory Road and name it. Linda called 911 for a number for the new 
house going in there and was told the road would need to be named for them to issue the number. Mike volunteered to 
send a letter to the folks that live there and begin the discussion.  
 
Making a Difference – Fundraiser: An all - day event  ( 11-5 pm)with multiple amusements is being requested for 
October 23rd at the East Burke Park. The board does not feel that there is enough information to approve of this given 
the current proposal. The Park is not to be used for any commercial purposes; the deed restricts this. Christine noted 
that there needs to be further details regarding this, so it is rejected as presented at this point. 
 
Christine noted that The Orange Rind had offered to give the East Burke Craft Fair Fall Festival vendors a place to set up, 
since the Craft Fair was cancelled due to Covid health concerns. Currently there is one vendor permit in place, all the 
vendors require a permit. Christine is the vending coordinator and noted that there were 80 vendors at the craft fair in 
2020. 
Christine asked Mike to reach out to Tony McGowan at the Orange Rind to clarify. 
 
Flashing Speed signs in East Burke are scheduled sometime in the next couple of weeks. Mike is still waiting to hear from 
Doug Morton. 
 
Correspondence:  Update from NEK Broadband  



Roadside Memorials on Vermont Roadways: Mike got info from the state. 
 
There is general agreement that improvements need to be made to the corners and roads in Burke Hollow.  
 
Ford noted that speeding needs to be enforced. Something needs to be done town-wide.  
 Christine asked Mike to contact the state police and see about getting a more aggressive stance. Christine stated that 
the state police can respond to calls from citizens and that is the best way to get them notice of violations. The police 
force are short staffed too. 
Cathi noted that if Dana Gray publishes the minutes of the meeting it will be a good place to start the education for the 
zero sort info. 
 
Executive session commenced to discuss the purchase agreement for land for the new town garage at 6:55. 
The Executive session ended at 7:26 pm with no action taken. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:26. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Valerie Desmarais 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


