
Town of Burke 
Select Board Meeting 

September 8, 2020 
Community Building 

212 School Street 
West Burke, VT 05871 Phone 802-467-3717 

5:00 P.M. 
 

Selectboard present: Christine Emmons, Joe Allard. 
Town Administrator: Michael Harris 
Road Foreman: Dave Kaufman 
Office : Linda Hackett-Corey, Cathleen Feeley 
Visitors: Floyd & Elaine Willey, Drew Mallet, Mikaela & Rayanne Mello, Hunter Sheehan, Becky Masure 
from Rural Edge, Zoom visitor: Kathy Beyer from Ever North Housing. 
 
Christine opened the meeting at 5:00 P.M. Review of August minutes, Joe motioned to accept them as 
written, Chris seconded, the minutes are approved as written. 
 
Sugarhouse Road 
Floyd & Elaine Willey, Drew Mallet, Mikaela & Rayanne Mello, Hunter Sheehan have concerns on the 
maintenance of Sugarhouse Road. Elaine told the board the town has widened the road when they have 
graded it, they have put the dirt right up to the maple trees, which is not necessary. The trees are 150 
years old and they do not want them to be destroyed by doing this. The road is too high, she never had 
problems getting out of her driveway, in the past, now she spins and has an uphill grade to get out. Also 
by the sugarhouse it is the same situation. Elaine showed the board pictures of the driveways in the past 
and how it is now. Also of the road up to the sugarhouse. 
 
Rayanne Mello expressed concern on the letter that she received that states she will need to put a culvert 
in at the end of her driveway.  There has never been a culvert there in 54 years. It is not necessary and 
she can’t afford to do that. 
 
Floyd stated that there are 3 driveways along Sugarhouse road that have never had culverts, and felt they 
were not necessary, if the road is graded correctly.  
 
The Selectboard agreed that the road is too wide and maybe a little higher that necessary. They are going 
to look into what can be done to fix this situation. 
 
Rubbish Truck Situation 
Carroll Bean stated he felt that having to put stickers on your trash when you had to drive it over to the 
dumpsters while the garbage truck was broken down, shouldn’t have been necessary. The response was 
that the cost for the dumpster was a lot more than having curbside, so putting stickers on the bags helped 
to defray the cost. He also wondered if the town had thought of doing away with curbside rubbish pick-
up and just use the dumpster.  The board stated that the town has had rubbish pickup for 30 years and 
this is what the voters want. The pay-per- bag system is to encourage recycling. The more you recycle, the 
less trash will cost you. The board also recognized that it was a hardship for some to bring their trash in. 
 



A petition can be started to change this, and it would need to go to a town-wide vote. The Town does 
monitor the cost of having our own waste management district and feels that it is still cost effective. Mike 
will pull together those numbers as he works on budget projections. 
 
 
Rural Edge 
Becky Masure of Rural Edge and Kathy Beyer (on Zoom) of Ever North Housing, who is partnering with 
Rural Edge on the West Burke Housing project, presented revised plans and updated the board that they 
are on track for April to July to move forward with the project that includes building an additional  8  unit 
apartment building  at  the top of the hill  at Burkeland Lane and remodeling the senior housing. They’ve 
hired a different architect and the location of the proposed building has changed. In the existing 
apartments, energy efficiencies including window upgrades will be done as well as other work to bring 
the apartments up to code. The project is currently being referred to as West Burke Housing but they do 
plan to change the name once completed. 
 
The water & septic are being designed.  The garbage, snowplowing and composting will still be done by 
the building management. This project will take about 12 months to complete.  
 
Becky requested a Resolution signed tonight by the Selectboard, for the VCDP Grant Application Authority.  
Joe motioned to sign the Resolution, Chris seconded.   As previously discussed, a town representative will 
need to attend municipal training and the money for this project will be sent to the town and the town 
will write the checks. 
 
Road Foreman Report 

 Sugarhouse Road project is near completion. They had hit ledge when ditching and had to hire 
George Wagner to use his hydraulic hammer. 

 Pike is ready to pave but Dave is not quite ready yet for them (completing culverts and ditching). 

 Backhoe is fixed. 

 Freightliner has brake problems, found out the newer trucks have the suspension mounted to the 
frame, which needs to be torqued on occasion, which they will do, now that they know this. 

 Mike would like any issues with equipment brought to his attention right away. 

 There were several instances of graffiti painted on the road surfaces over the previous weekend 
(In addition smashed mailboxes have also been reported in the area). Local volunteers covered 
the road graffiti over that weekend and the road crew has now painted over it all. Several road 
signs have been stolen and many more have been vandalized with spray paint. The crew was able 
to remove some of the paint from the signs. The missing signs will need to be replaced. Mike will 
contact the state about covering over the road graffiti on the state highways in the area. 

 Roadside mowing is happening now as there was a scheduling glitch. Dale worked on Monday 
which was Labor Day. 

 Dave asked if anyone knew why Dig Safe was marking School Street, by 268 School Street. Mike 
will call LED. 

 Dave would like to follow up with Dave Patoine about his land on US RT 5. Joe has walked the 
property and needs to get clarification on the lot size that would be available and gravel 
remaining. This is a potential site for the new Town Garage.  The Board discussed that it would 
like to sell the Ham property that was previously purchased adjacent to the existing garage, but 
would want to wait until the new garage was built as the property would be more desirable once 
the Town garage was no longer their neighbor. Chris made the motion, Joe seconded. 



 Dave said that Brush Cutting maybe could be done by the Correction Center. Mike will look into 
that. 
 
Zoning Administrator Report 

 DRB Board Met with the Orange Rind. 

 A situation has come up with Adam Kennedy’s land for his commercial permit, this will need to 
cleared up before moving forward on this. 

 Chad Hickey asked Mike for a copy of the letter he had sent to Kevin Lajoie. 

 Following up on the violation letters he has sent out.  

 Forklift has been fixed. 
 
Town Administrator Report 

 Cori submitted Doctor’s note that Mike had requested. 

 Well Cap is fixed. 

 Drains are fixed in the recycling building, so the forklift won’t run over them. 

 Andy Bean will look at the Recycle trailer, to make sure that it is in good running condition. 

 The job for the Road Crew position has been advertised in the Caledonian Record, local Roads and 
Indeed.  Checking into options to offer comp time. 

 Mike is looking in to getting the baler fixed. 

 Has talked to Trevor’s line stripping about pavement stenciling. 

 Linda Lotti and Mike worked on the Wastewater grant. Linda thinks there are Grants available for 
non-profit projects in West Burke and they will look into. 

 Mike would like to do the Bridge Inspections ASAP with the Selectboard. 

 Mike has spoken to the mealsite members, about checking with Selectboard when they are 
thinking of purchasing equipment and making changes to the community room.  

 Building Permit Fees have been compared to other Towns, Mike will work on getting some fee’s 
together for the Selectboard to approve. 

 
Tax Rate 
Cathi submitted to the board the tax rate for 2020. The Residential Rate is 2.02880.  Non Residential 
Rate is 2.2880. Christine motioned to accept this tax rate Joe seconded.  The tax rate for 2020 has 
been approved. 
 
A credit card for the Town Administrator has been approved. 
 
The Town had a credit card that was in Priscilla Aldrich’s name that was used for Town purchases. She 
recently has been getting bills for charges when she thought it was closed out. This was due to 
automatically recurring charges. Linda will look into cancelling the GO to My PC anywhere and the 
Adobe that has been charged to the account. Once the charges are resolved by the Town, Priscilla will 
close the account. 
 

     The Selectboard signed the payroll warrants, accounts payable, approved & signed cemetery lots. 
 

No other business, Meeting adjourned at 7:15 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Linda Hackett-Corey / Clerk 

     



 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


