
Special Selectboard Meeting – July 25, 2022 at 6:00 pm 

Attendees: Christine Emmons, Joe Allard, Mark Daigle, Jim Sullivan 
 
Agenda Items: Pending Sale of 4067 US Route 5 
  Tree Cutting on Burke Hollow Road 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 by Joe Allard. 
 
The letter from John Mello was read by al in attendance.  Mr. Mello is asking for a “clean slate” and 
would like all fees waved and the case dismissed from the Environmental Court. 
 
After the letter was read discussion took place.  The Selectboard did not feel comfortable granting a 
clean slate.  They offered the following as they did feel John Mello’s letter did have some merit: 
 
Motion:  Upon conveyance to John and Carrie Mello of 4067 US Route 5, all existing fines accrued 

during the ownership of Rick Schwag will be reduced to $5,000.00. The Mellos will have 
60 days to clean up the property. The Selectboard recognizes that clean up, in part, may 
depend on State approval of removal of debris, and the Mellos may not be able to 
complete the clean-up within 60 days if required approval from the State is delayed. The 
Mellos will keep the Selectboard informed regarding the progress of clean-up, and the 
status of any State approval needed. The $5,000.00 fine will be waved once the 
property is cleaned up. New fines with the new owner will be assessed under the 
current bylaws regarding violations and will be treated as a new violation. The Town of 
Burke will withdraw its case in Environmental Court, which affects this property, after 
the property is cleaned up. 

 
The Selectboard voted on the verbiage of the motion.  Joe made the motion and Mark 
Seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 
 
The discussion of the tree cutting on Burke Hollow Road began.  Joe started by saying how 
disappointed he was that the job happened so fast and without further discussion with the  
property owners.  Trees and bushes were cut that he felt could have remained.  Silas Bolduc, a 
property owner, was very upset.  He called into the meeting and we all heard his 
disappointment.  He is planning to hold a wedding in October and feels he lost his privacy.  Jim 
Sullivan was asked to go and visit Silas on Tuesday evening at 6:30 to discuss a remedy to the  
situation.  The Board moved to go into an Executive Session for a personnel issue. 
 
The Executive Session was called to order at 6:45 P.M.  
 
The Executive Session ended at 7:00 P.M.  No action was taken. 
 
Christine made a motion to close the Special Meeting, Joe seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  The  
Meeting ended at 7:10. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
James Sullivan,   Town Administrator 


