
Burke Planning Commission 

January 21, 2020 

Guests: Mike Harris - Zoning Administrator 

             Carol Krochak 

Meeting commenced at 6:36 with the approval of the December 2019 minutes. 

Mike described his intent to work closely with the PC. He described a variety of zoning violations  that 

he is currently aware of and working on.  

The conversation then transitioned to a review of the zoning by-laws. 

* With respect to "internally lit signage":  Such lights are in violation of the town zoning laws. Mike 

states that neon signs in some applications may be ok. It was noted that lights over 20 sq. ft. need to be 

approved ( need to clarity who does this ?) 

Internally lit signs like the ATM light in E. Burke and signs advising the name of the business are 

"grandfathered". The question remains, can we - do we allow limited internally lit signage? Mike's 

suggestion was that we make some allowance for some neon and internally lit signs. The fulcrum 

would be the size of the sign. 

* The question of "gas stations"  and "service stations" was taken up. "Auto Service Stations" have 

fuel, and typically a store or mini-mart. "Auto Repair" is designated for repairs only. The motion was 

made to add "and" to section 412 on page 37 of the town zoning laws and was unanimously supported. 

James will complete that task. 

* Public Nuisance and a Junk Ordinance was introduced to allow the ZA further regulation of such. 

The current ordinance is difficult to enforce; if we can add "junk" language into the zoning by-laws as 

an enhanced public nuisance it will be easier to enforce. This issue is relevant to a Certificate of 

Occupancy should the property be sold; when property is being researched for possible sale, zoning 

violations are investigated by an attorney. Having a mechanism to note and enforce public nuisance 

and junk violations will make it easier to issue a Certificate of Occupancy when property is changing 

ownership. 

* Agricultural Tax Exempt status was discussed relevant to "set back" requirements and the current 

permitting process. Currently no permit is required, a call to the town clerk suffices. Mike feels a filed 

permit and attached documentation would be helpful to the Lister's Office. The town would exempt the 

use ( agricultural) but require a permit for farm structures as they are defined by the state. Re: page 6 - 

Propose that construction be allowed under agricultural use, but needs to be permitted and documented. 

* Air B-n-B and other short and long term rentals were discussed; Mike would like apartment and 

rental owners to register their businesses through a permit process. Some rentals are not being reviewed 

and consequently not being inspected by the Fire Marshall's office. The Fire Marshall's office  needs to 

be involved as they can limit the occupancy based on the number of bedrooms. The parking plan for 



these enterprises are already in the by-laws. The permits would be filed as change of use, and there are 

septic and water permits associated. The Fire Marshall is the first point of contact in these instances.  

Propose: In "General Provisions" name a section "Rentals" (can we add a definition of "rentals"  to the 

zoning bylaws? ) with language stating homeowners who participate in renting ( any) must file a 

change of use permit, and state the mandated rules. Can we make a requirement that an engineered 

water and septic system be approved, including how many people that system can support? What is an 

"accessory dwelling"? We will re-visit these topics at the next meeting. 

This regulation will help to provide a device for addressing safety issues and complaints. 

*Next Steps: Planning Commission and Leadership  

James will send an email Keith and Abbie to ask that they please indicate their commitment to the PC 

so that we can move forward to a full 5 person board. 

The Burke PC letter draft for the Town Report was reviewed and approved. 

Valerie reported that the town plan is in compliance with the Act 171 Mandate, with the exception of 

maps. Alison Low ( NVDA) has been contacted and is helping with this. Mike suggested including the 

Conservation Committee on these efforts. Valerie will follow up. 

James will also reach out to Alison to inquire how other local municipalities are managing signage 

issue and questions.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm. 

Submitted,  

Valerie Desmarais 

 


